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Investigation on Fishing Condition of Mullets in 1980-1981
Jung-Sen Lin

Owing to the freakish weather in this year, the winter climate was formed until
begmmng of December, which caused the fishing season to come late.
The cold water current in this year was different from previous years At the

- first and middle periods of the fishing season, the continental cold water curren.t

came along. the coast of Fu-Chien Province and extended to the mid-southern
coasts~of_ Taiwan: Owing to this, the fishes in first and middle perisds came along
with the current into the coasts of Pu-Tai and Chin- Kun-Shen, etc. To revolve
southwardly, some fishes might move northward to San-Tiao-Lun, Wu-Chi Coasts,
etc. Therefore, the main fishing area in this year was much closer to the south

.coasts, and much less around the north coasts.

Since the water temperature was lower generally in tne. last fxshmg period, the
rear fishes started to move from north to south (Thet means, the continental cold
water current started to come in from northern coast). These fishes meet with
those which were ‘revolving in San-Tiao-Lun area and this southward movement

" caused the Big unexpected harvest in mid-January.

g

At the beginning and middle of this year, the sizes of fishes were smaller. That
means, the percentage of 2-year-old fishes and 3-year-old fishes were increased

’apareh‘tly. On -the contrary. the percentage of '4-y_ear-old fishes was decreased. So

the weight of mullet fish roes was decreased. The sizes of fear fishes were much
larger which was similar to previous years. .Thi’s was possibly becuase the rear

1
fishes were different from those in the first & middle periods.

. The harvest in -this year was more' than 2.000.600 fishes, that we might consider

ita nch harvest. However,_ethe continuous rich harvest in the past three years
has “caused an excesswe status, which might affect future captured quantities.
Probably, the quantltles of fishes w1ll gradually be dropped down. In future, there
will also be a tendency thah the smaller fished will take a big percentage in the
ages of fishes. :

In the future it is necessary to adopt l:mxtatxon for additional Fishing Craft of
Purse Seiners' and certain specification for mesh to protect smaller fishes, and
further on to establishg reasonable captured quantities to assure the quantity

revival of resource.
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