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The primary report on the reproduction of mud crab, Scylla serrata.
Y. Y. Ting M. N. Lin

Mud crab, Scylla serrata, is an important kind of sea food in Taiwan, because
of offects of water pollution, "the catch of larvae has been decreasing for years,
this paper dealt with the reproduction of crab _artificially. the results are summarized
as follows: ’ L
1.The spawners either obtained from sea, or from the “chajim” ponds, are good

choice for hatching purpose. , ' i
2.0ptimal water temperature and salinity are about 20°C and 20ppt. respectively.
" Sterilizing the spawners with methylene blue or formalin does not seem to affect

the hatching rate. .
3.The mud crab requires six times of molting to grow from Zoea to Megalopa stage.
4.The suggested diet for first stage of Zoea are rotifera,Chlcrella spp., and Spirulina

Platensis etc. For the other stages, Nauplius of Artemia salina is satisfactory.
5.1t takes 10-16 days for Megalopa feeding with shrimp and clam to grow to baby

crab.
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Table 1. Percentage of spawners, from “chajim” ponds, which can hatch out larvae
compares with that from “Hogjim” ponds*

** water Indi.\;iduals Spawners Percentage
Original place ’ temperature hat ch.ing . :
’ Drug treatment o spawner in total %
Adult | . ' o
 |temales - >20°C 3 20 15
Hogjim |——
Spawners + =>20°C 2 10 20
ponds | with >20°C 5 40 12
eggs <20°C 0 10 - 0
3 Adult o
Chajim females - >20°C 5 lQ 50 '
Spawners, _ ° 4 |
ponds with eggs | >20°C 7 10 70

* Chajim ponds: Ponds cultivate both males and fer_nales.
-Hongjin ponds: Ponds cultivate adult females only.
** —:do not treat with drugs. +: treat with drugs..
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Zoea 3
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' \ Zoea 6

Fig.1 Mo
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Fig3 Crab stage
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