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Ecological studies on the sailfish, Istiophorus piatypterus ( Shaw

and Nodoer )

— Location, Fork Length, Fatness, Sex Ratio. and Sexual Maturity
Shing—Hwa Shung

The data were collected on the eastern coast of Taiwan from Jjuly, 979 to
June, 1980 which included measurement of fork length and weight of ovary, as

wall as record of location.

The eastern coast js considered as the spawning ground for sailfish in the

spawning seasion of May to July.
The distribution of sailfish'is generally near the- coastal waters - They
migrate toward north from May to July and south-ward in november along botnh edges

of kuroshio current.
A marked change of size composition occurs every June. Young fish move out

of the spawning ground and are replaced by adults.
The sex ratio of female to male is 2:1, Gonad indices are from 3.0 to

5.0.

The biological minimam size seems to be 130 cm. The mdlvnduals about

to spawn are found in May to July and the peak is at June.
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Fig. 2 Annual changes of the sailfish at the

eastern coast of Taiwan.
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Fig. 3-d The hooked rate in 4th quarter ( April to June )
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‘Fig. 4-a Distrbution of sailfish's average weight in

the eastern coast of Taiwan.
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