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Inducmg Dormant Eggs of Rotifer, Brachwnus plicatilis

Sing-Haw HU

The effects of external conditions on the production of dormant eggs of rotifer,
Brachionus plicatilis, were mvestlgated.

More dormant eggs were produced’ under condition of high densxty, starvmg,
changing of water temperature and specific® gravity. But there was no clear
evidence that the dormant eggs will increase at a density under 500 ind./mls The
rotifers died rapidly when water temperature and specific gravity changed dramati-
cally, It was suggested that gentle; graduate way of increasing density and
starving should be used to improve producing of dormant eggs. It appeared more
parthenogenetic eggs than dormant eggs were found in the cultural medium in the
beginning of experiments. Dormant eggs tends to sinkAto the bottom and mixed with
trashes which caused difficulty in collection: This experiment does not take into
consideration of the effects of genetic factors which could be major role in dormant

eggs formation.
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