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Black monk-sillago (Pscudoscopelus
scriptus sagamianus TANAKA)
Found in the Southern Waters of Taiwan
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Summary

The black monk-sillage are a smally family of small, deep-sea or
bathypelagic fisher, widely know because of their ability to swallow fishes
many times larger than themselves.

Body elongate, slightly compressed, head moderate, eye moderate in
size, snout- moderate in length, two pairs of nostrils in front of eye,
mouth large, teeth in both jaws slender, close-set, arranged in a rather
broad band; nearly all of which are moreable, suborbital part smooth,
without spines; gill openings wide; gill rakers 6n first gill arcbh small,
slender, widely apart, about 4 plus 8. Pectoral 14, situated rather low,

its base rather narrow; rays long, a little shorter than head; Ventral 5,
thoracie, beneath lower end of base of pectoral, Dorsals two, first dorsal

IX, inserted slightly behind insertion of pectoral; second dorsal 23, long,
higher than first dorsal; Anal 22 inserted below third ray of second
dortal; both anal and second dorsal higher anteriorly, similar in form;
caudal forked, Skin smooth, without scales; lateral line high, concurrent

with back, extending to base of caudal. Color: blackish brown; lower
parts darker; all the fins pale, without distinct markings; have photo
phores.
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