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Economical Analysis of Milkfish Farming
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In this study, different patterns of milkfish culture ahd.its present problems,

especially the economic aspect, were investigated. First—hand data were col-
lected by questionnaires obtained from milkfish farms. Results are summarized as
follows: ' '

1. Milkfish is an important species in current aquacvul_tpre"o‘f_;-Taiwan. Problems

of overpro_duction and low mafke_t price of th_is spec_ies"‘,* ‘ké the cyprinids and

tilapias, have discrou.raged-. both fish farmers andgovernment for the 10 past

years to. .Recently, cultivation of this fish was_.:i‘épiécéd--;‘by -grass shrimp,
which is highly profitable. _ ' L _'

In 1987, the area covered by 'seawater.milkfi__sh}ﬂmids decreased by more
»tha_m three thousand ha. Freshwatér milkfish pondsmcreased to 650 ha, com -

pared with its coverage in 1986. The p
of this fish still exists. K -

roblem derived from overproduction

3. In Taiwan, harvest season of milkfish is ’¢bﬁé§ntyated;‘_:'ffom May to October
each year. ' o e S -
4. Total annual income from milkfish"farr'ning';ls $ 'I/‘-_,:SQ;QOO..pe'r hectare for
shalloyv+Water pond culture, and is _4.5' tirh‘és" of
culture.’ _ o ,
5. Labor for mielkfish is usually derived from cult_qlf;st

r for deep—water p'bnd "

an important role in solving the problem of ingﬁfficient labor. S ;
6. Fish harvested for market are usually sold in thlgsal:é?}ifou_gh‘a middleman
' who is familiar with the culturists and offers m’q_l:ev’_jf:l.éécib'le credit, payment
and transport facility. These factors have serlous implicati ons ‘on a’?
more  positive’ development of the local milkfish mdustry :
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C ARBEMER 2~3 AR HEERREAERZEFARES 4~ 565 AREAFRETRK
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Table 2 Pond areas of milkfish culture, 1978 ~ 1987 (unit:ha).

5 A RUR %k mA I
67 | 15,526.26 - 19.90 . 15,586. 16
68 - 15,315.92 30.00 . 15,345.92
_ o 15, 441.41 35.00 15,476.41
70 14,412.27 498.00 | 14,914.10
n 1.4,563.11. 651.30  15,218.24
72 14,739.56 724.70 - . 15,464.5]
73 | 14,071.88 : 747.00  14,819.23
74 12,839.13 703 13,616.16
75 . 10,222.64 _' ~ 700.71 10,923.35
76 6,958. 84 ©1,351.60 08,3104
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#4 BERIIEE %E?ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁi%ﬁﬁﬁ% (/&/28)
Table 4 Annual costs incurred in shallow-water
milkfish culture ( /yr /ha ).

R & KW A () HEA MK (%)
BRoW R 20, 000 46.5
B’ | 8,000 18.6
A FE B 15,000 34.9
& &t 43,000 . 100.0

%5 BFAABAERECEAMANE (/& 28)
Table 5 Annual profit from shallow-water
milkfish culture ( /yr /ha ).

B ACE) R AT A MDD RAEMEE(%)

r B 80,000 43,000 35,080 . 1.86

EEAKEE ARRAERK  MRABRAFHAFTERANRARS - AERRAESHERLE
T BAEENRATE (R6REKT ) ° '
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Table 6 Annual costs incurred in deep-water milkfish
culture ( /yr / ha ).

- EHEEK (L) " A k(%)
| oY OB 135,000 43.8

7 B B 100,000 . 32.5

A B B 39, 000 12.7

XK B B 30, 000 9.7

e s 1,150 . 0.4

® .ftﬁ 2,770 0.9

& 5

307,920 . 100.0

27 @Kﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ(/ﬁ/ﬁﬁ)
Table 7 Annual profit from deep-water milkfish
culture - ( /yr /ha ). .

W & o) B & (35) M O EOxm) - BRAEHGRE(%)

v b2} 360, 000 " 307,920 52,080 1.17.
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