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Studies onr the Culture of Alligatoridae,

Caiman latirostris

Ting-Chi Yu and Yung-Cbuan Chang

We separated 50 caimans (Caiman latirostris) into three groups (A pond : 17; B pond:
17; C pond: 16) and tried to find out the best way for the overwintering of caimans. The
results were: .
1. The heating efficiency of running ground water (flow rate = 8 1/min) was better than
that of heater (400 W).
2. The growth rate of caimans was not significantly different among the three experimented
groups — A pond : with heater and running ground water; B pond : with heater and still
water; C pond : with running ground water and without heater.

3. During overwintering, the caimans were in low appetite.
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Table 2 The growth of Caiman latirostris

Apr. 15, 1985 )

( From Nov.22, 1984 to

Pond A B C
No. of Caiman latirostris 17 17 16
Total BW. (kg) 122.5 113.5 107.5
Ini. Mean B.W. (kg) 7.26 6.68 6.72
Mean B.L. (cm) 112.0 109.6 110.9
Total B.W. (kg) 151 152.3 135.9
Fin. Mean BW. (kg) 8.88 8.96 8.5
Mean B.L. (cm) 116.3 117.7 115.1
Increase of BW. ( kg ) 28.5 38.8 28.4
Max B.W. (kg) 14 15.5 13
Size B.L. (em) 137 144 135
Min. B.W. (kg) 6 5.5 4.8
Size B.L. (cm) 105.8 103 97
Total weight of
diet ( Tilapia ) ( kg ) 90.06 88.85 86.62
Conversion factor 3.16 2.29 3.05
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